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Loaded Language and Strategic Progression in John McCain's Oral Rhetoric

John McCain's address to the Presidency IV Forum in Orlando, Florida

immediately establishes a straightforward and confident tone and utilizes a repetition of

rhetorical strategies. His introduction sets up a comfortable relationship between himself

and his audience; he remarks on their good nature and their strong values. After

establishing a connection, McCain then takes the opportunity to announce his finer

attributes and link loaded language to his competition's campaign as well as to his own.

These frames later serves as sturdy platforms on which he can build strong arguments

when he delves into more serious and sensitive issues. McCain moves into the body of

his address in a bold manner that engages his audience and urges them to action without

specifically ordering them. Using a careful combination of flattery and frankness,

McCain asserts his intentions for the future while also charming his audience and

supporters by commending their intelligence and character.

McCain opens with words that assure his local and country-wide audiences that

they will be an integral part of the country's future: "We all know how important Florida

will be in determining the outcome of this election ...Republicans in Florida and

Republicans everywhere understand that we face substantial challenges ... We're going to

have to fight hard to win. But we will win." Recognizing his supporters and praising their

importance to the election warms the crowd. He continues the adulation not by inviting



the Republicans of Florida and the Republicans of the country to aid him in his campaign,

but by assuming their full support and incorporating them into his formulated strategy.

McCain speaks to his audience as both a part of the "American people", but also as his

confidants, standing apart from the masses, that he trusts to spread the truth across the

country. "We're going to do it [win] by making clear to the American people how high

the stakes are in this election, and how important it is that we keep America moving

forward and not return to the failed policies of the past as our friends in the other party

would have us do." With this remark, he creates an "us vs. them" brotherhood anlOng

Republicans. McCain establishes that not only are he and his supporters in this campaign

together, but they are also in it to win and to guide the country in the "correct" direction.

In order to build his reputation and perpetuate the stigma around the Democratic

Party, McCain repeatedly ties series of words to his campaign and to competing

campaigns. Each word is linked to the set of morals, characteristics and goals he wants

the respective image to embody. Near the end of his opening remarks McCain fust states

explicitly that his campaign represents straightforward truth, courage, convictions and

bravery. Then, he changes his diction to a negative frame, stating, "We will not yield,

waffle, mislead, or shirk our responsibilities to keep this country safe prosperous and

proud." The slight turn in the sentence insinuates that other campaigns (specifically

democratic ones) are conniving and unfit for leading the country. By associating his

campaign with the former positive words and his competition with the latter negative

ones, he is establishing a set of schema that will hopefully become associated with the

public's image of either campaign.



McCain continues to reinforce his leadership by mentioning his personal

attributes within frames that simultaneously flatter the audience. For example, he

introduces the fact that he has served our country while also commending the citizens of

Florida. He notes that while he was on "an extended tour of duty" he trusted his "Florida

neighbors" to look after his family with "great care and affection." McCain firmly asserts

his dedication to the "extended" safety of his country but also relays his respect for the

people who live in it. McCain continues on to describe the nameless candidate the

American people "need" to "win the election" and keep the "Republican coalition

together." He uses the pronoun "we" to indicate that he too is a part ofthe "American

people" and is, at heart, one in the same with his audience. He says, "We need a

candidate who is sure of his convictions ... We need a candidate who will keep the

economy strong ... We need a candidate with the strongest national security experience."

By reestablishing a brotherhood and commonality of needs, McCain can explicitly state

the necessary qualities of the country's next leader while implicitly asserting that he

embodies all of the aforementioned characteristics and goals.

Once he has asserted this confidence in his ability to lead the country, McCain

begins to relay his opinions on concrete issues that need attention from the next president.

While tackling specific issues involving the economy, health care, Medicare, social

security and homeland security, he uses a bold, yet formulaic approach. He begins by

ominously speaking about the current problems the country faces and then offers a

consolation or a resolve. Utilizing threatening phrases, like "a perfect storm," illustrates a

dire need for change. McCain adjusts his language to uplift his audience with a promise

of follow through ifhe is elected: "I won't leave office without doing everything I can to



fix these problems that so severely threaten our future prosperity and power." The scare

tactic approach is aggressive, but coincides with his previous promise to run a campaign

that is "straight forward and "honest".

Using a repetition of rhetorical devices works to McCain's advantage in this

address. He establishes an immediate connection with his audience and harkens back to

their previously praised intellect and judgment throughout his speech. By quickly

warming the crowd, McCain sets up an environment in which he can as-secthis brazen

opinions and manipulate his competition's image as well as his own. With formulated

diction and careful progression, McCain endeavors to be his audience's intellectual equal

as well as their fearless leader.
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~etorical Analysis o{Barack Obama's "The Audacity of Hope"

Barack Obama's keynote address at the 2004 democratic national convention was

supposed to be a speech in support of the then newly appointed democratic candidate

John Kerry. Instead, he lays a foundation of support and ideas for himself that continue

four years later in his own campaign. His speech to the democrats in the Fleet Center in

Boston on July 27, 2004 and to a national television audience was powerful and made

him a rising star within the democratic party. This is evident today with his success in the

primaries going on right now. Barack speaks as a voice of unification, one that address all

Americans, and he sees a bright future for America. This speech is an attempt to address

the ideals presented in the constitution and put it in modem context. Obama uses his

rhetoric to make himself the focal point of the speech while still making it an

endorsement for John Kerry.

It is important to establish an identity early in a speech. Obama begins by

displaying his rapport and showing the audience gratitude by thanking them repeatedly

and stating what an honor it is for him to have the opportunity to speak to them. He

speaks "On behalf of the great state of Illinois" and makes it clear what a privilege it is

for him to be there. All of this appeals to our pathos in the attempt to set up his idea of

unification and that he is just like all of us. People will be more likely to agree with him if

they can relate with him and feel like he is representing their thoughts.

After his introduction, he makes an interesting observation, "Tonight is a

particular honor for me because, lets face it, my presence on this stage is pretty unlikely."

He could be pointing out that he is a Black man and that is the unlikely part of his

presence. He could also mean something that he has not introduced yet. Either way it



catches the listeners attention. The latter idea is more likely because he follows this

statement with a story of his family. Using a story helps the audience not only understand

who he is but allows us to further relate to him. The story of his family is the perfect idea

of the American dream. His grandfather and father came from humble roots in Kenya,

where they were unsatisfied with their lives, and they desired a better life for their family,

which they found in the United States. He is indirectly telling everyone just how great

America is and how fortunate we should be of the opportunities are here. Again, this is

appealing to our pathos, and it reenforces our own thoughts as to why our country is so

great. We feel a sense of pride in the fact our country is a "beacon of freedom and

opportunity". He also tells the story of his mothers side ofthe family, which is much

different yet highly American all the same. It tells the tale of a hard working family,

struggling through the depression and then living and fighting through World War II.

Both stories are perfect examples of what being an American is all about. He has

presented himself as the product of American, and what you get when the American

dream is achieved. "I stand here knowing that me story is part of the larger American

story, that I owe a debt to all of those who came before me, and that, in no other country

on earth, is my story even possible." Up to this point, he has not even mentioned John

Kerry's name or his politics, but rather made the focus himself. This sets him up to talk

about how this story is possible, but also in the broader sense why America needs to

reaffirm the values that make this story possible. By hearing him tell this story we are

lead to believe he is the kind of man to do it, but his point is also that John Kerry can do

that and should be the next president.

He gives us the impression that the ideals of the constitution are at their strongest



posses a certain boldness and daring when it comes to the ideals of the constitution. One

way he achieves this idea of strength through unification is by attacking the media

pundits. He is trying to avoid the political landscape presented by news stations, and

make it much more personal, and at the same time broader and more involving for

everyone in the country.

"The pundits like to siice-and-dice our country into Red States and Biue States;
Red

States for Republicans, Blue States for Democrats. But I've got news for them, too. We
worship and awesome God in the Blue States, and we don't like federal agents poling
around in our libraries in the Red States. We coach Little League in the Blue States and
yes, we've got some gay friends in the Red States. There are patriots who opposed the
war in Iraq and there are patriots who supported the war in Iraq. We are one people, all of
us pledging allegiance to the stars and stripes, all of us defending the United States of
A.merica."

He is showing us our diversity, but at the same time showing us that we are all diverse

under the same constitution. One strong idea he gives us is that even within the states

there is a great diversity that makes our country special. While the media tries to simplify

the states to red and blue, he shows us that its not that simple, or true. After always

having a constant media barrage like this, it is inspiring to hear someone speak about all

of us as being together. He heard a roaring applause for this part of the speech. These are

his words and ideas, not John Kerry's, and that comes through to the public, as the floor

of the fleet Center was littered with Obama signs, not Kerry signs. He is trying to rid the

notion of division within the country, and that the idea of "us and them" should not be a

term to separate democrats and republicans. The idea of "us and them" is commonly used

as propaganda, and dividing everyone up. The thought behind this propaganda is to make

everyone want to be involved with their side; the "winning" side. But while Obama is



trying to get rid of this notion, he still uses the propaganda of how great it is to belong.

Overall this speech is aimed at addressing what the future of our nation should

look like, and the potential to make it that way. He channels his thoughts through John

Kerry's nomination, and while his words are supposed to represent what he thinks Kerry

can do in the white house, it is still Obama who is stating all this not Kerry, and these are

still Obama's thoughts and not Kerry's. Obama is able to achieve giving John Kerry a

good word, while at the same time using the opportunity to speak as a spring board for his

own political career. The evidence for the success of this speech is clearly evident today

as he continues a push for the white house.


